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India possesses 1501 species of butterflies (Kunte et al., 1999) out of which northeastern India accounts for nearly a two-third (962 species) (Evans, 1932) of the species. Some reports of butterflies in certain areas of northeastern India have also been published by various workers (Mason & Niceville, 1886; Doherty, 1889; Talbot, 1939 Talbot, , 1947 Wynter-Blyth, 1957; Saharia, 1967; Varshney & Chanda, 1971) . Recent surveys conducted in Kamrup district, Manas National Park, Nameri National Park and Dibru-Saikhowa Biosphere Reserve depict the status of a few butterfly species (Anon., 2002) . However, the attempts still remain very fragmented.
Regional Research Laboratory (RRL) campus is situated 6km westward from Jorhat town (94 0 15'E & 26 0 44'N). North to the RRL campus, the NH37 highway passes from Guwahati to Jorhat town. The campus occupies an area of 136.4ac. During the establishment of the institute, 70% of the area was cleared for construction. However, in time, the gaps were filled with various endemic as well as exotic plant species. Towards the east of the main gate, an area of about 0.8ac has completely been converted to woodland with various strata of vegetation beneath the big canopies. Inside the campus, two gardens with medicinal plants of northeastern India were setup. Apart from these two gardens, one ecological park NEEP (North East Ecological Park) having various species of endemic plants of the region is present. (Table 2 ) and detailed biology of few species of butterflies were also studied (Bhuyan et al., 2003a,b) .
The butterflies were surveyed during the period [2001] [2002] . Adult butterflies were collected by net and preserved accordingly. The eggs and larvae observed during surveys were collected and reared in their respective host plants in the laboratory up to adult emergence. Accordingly, the adult butterflies were identified and preserved in the laboratory for future reference. During the study period a total of 70 species of butterflies belonging to 45 genera were recorded. Maximum numbers of species were observed in the family Nymphalidae (40) followed by Papilionidae (12), Pieridae (10), Lycaenidae (5) and Hesperiidae (3). The butterflies were identified and verified following Wynter-Blyth (1957), Evans (1932) , Haribal (1992) and Kunte (2000) . Butterflies collected during the period are presented in Table 3 . Common Name Scientific Name Common Name Scientific Name
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